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Body Recovered as Auto Plunges Off Span

Center
Strip
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Drops Into Bay fnoi. By Kennedy
By WILLIAM PRIME _mum 4

An old model car carried
at least one person to death
early this morning when it

struck the center strip of
Bridge and 3

then careen the
railing about a mile east of
the center of the span.

Skin divers from the Es-
cambia Search and Rescue
Unit recovered the body of
Will; Fountain, Negro, of
1505 N. Hayne St.

Divers were preparing at
mid-morning to
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Body Found
As Car Zips
Off Bridge

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

brought to the surface by skin
divers at 6:10 a.m,

E. E. McGovern, unit director, | %
said that Fountain’s body was | j
found by the divers under the|
| hood of the car. The divers later

returned to the water to fasten
cables from the crane to the
& vehicle.

At least 15 boats were called
to Pensacola Bay to aid in the
search. One of the boats found
the spare tire from the car about
a half mile south of the bridge,
floating toward the bay entrance
'lat Ft. McRae.

Personel on the USS Antietam
was ordered to vaniage points to
-| scan the waters of the bay as
the ship sailed this morning for
the Gulf of Mexico,

Skin divers said they found one
.| door of the car open at the point
where the vehicle rested in five
feet of mud at the botton of the

Divers were scheduled to make
a search and, if unsuccessful, Mc-
Govern said dragging operations
would be started at the crash

Fountain was sighted by the
first arrivals at the sceme, but |

sank as they watched helplessly
,| from the bridge.

Officers said it was possible that
E Fountain had come to the surface
and then had sunk to the bottom.
I-|He was recognized as he floated
on the water and begged for help.
The search was hampered by a
brisk wind that carried a current
southward on the surface while
-|the tide at the same time was
moving in the opposite direction.
The car was owned by Mary
-|F. Montgomery, Fountain’s land-
lady, who also lived at 1505 N.
Hayne St.
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