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15 Dead as Tornado Hits Milton

THE PENSACOLA NEWS

SEVENTY-FIRST YEAR—NO. 2714 PAGESPENSACOLA, FLORIDA, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 31, 1962 *

100 Injured,
125 Homes
Damaged

By WILLIAM PRIME AND CHARLES DAW

MILTON—A killer tornado, small but vicious,
gouged holes out of humanity and residences here
this mnmi»%,ohking at least 15 lives and injuring
more than 100,

Stewart Funeral Home reported it had five white
bodies and Wolfe-Lewis Funeral Home reported 10.

Santa Rosa Hospital in Milton was overflowi
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Twisted Body in Rubble

comfort her as she kept repeat-
ing over and over again: “I
thought it was a doll. 1 thought

with the injured, some seriously. About 15 had been
transferred to Escambia General Hospital by noon.

Most of the dead, Sheriff Wade Cobb said, were
adults and included five Negroes who apparently
were killed in the same house.

The twister peeled a section a quarter-mile wide
and three miles long through the residential district
of Milton. Sheriff Cobb estimated that 125-130
homes had either been destroyed or badly damaged.

Electrical power went dead at 9:04 am. Residents near the
affected area said the high wind fell upon Milton with “the roar
of @ freight train passing.”

Most of the injured were taken to Santa Rosa Hospital in
Milton where doctors and nurses worked in the darkened lobby,
operaling rooms, hallways and any where else a body couid be
laid down.

Candles flickered dimly and the medical people had to peer

by noon today. Nearly ou
Some phone lines worked momentarily and then fafled again.
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quickly picked up the it
child's body and put it in an
ambulance.

‘The woman's husband tried to

it was a doll.”
Ensign Paul H. Hill, 3, of
Chi At Whiting

hicago, - stationed
Field, stood across the street
from his home which was not
touched by winds which swept
a path within 15 feet of the place
where he and his pregnant wife,
Ruth Ann, lay sleeping.

Hill said he heard what he
thought was the rumbling of
thunder. “It kept getting louder
and louder.

Then it sounded like hail be-
gan hitting against the side of
our house, My windows blew in.
But my venetian blinds had
been piilled closed and very lit-

of me no buildings were stand-
ing. T z
1 took my wife next door to

the neighbors and when | came
out of the hotise there was a wom-
an standing in the middle of the
street screaming: ‘My baby, My
baby.' *

Another person who lived on
the edge of the area hit by the
tornado was Mrs. Earl Nowling
of 1510 Stewart St. said “1 had
Just put the breakfast dishes in
the sink and was standing with
a jar of syrup in my hand sud-.
denly T heard what 1 thought
was an sirplane.

“My son, Cleveland, 10, was

Bill

struck

Small Children Injured

Many of the injured at Santa Rosa Hospital were small chil-
dren, Some laid erying for their parents, many of whom also had
been brought with injuries of their own for medical treatment.

Al available ambulances in Milton were still carrying in-
other ambulances from Whiting Field and
from NAS Mainside, Pensacola, private ambulance concerns
in Pensacola were assisting in getting help for the injured, many

those wha had been found bleeding in the wreckage

The injured were still being brought to the hospital al noon-
tal authorities appealed to Sheriff Cobb for more

blankets and bed covering.

Gov. Farris Bryant, advised of the disaster, ordered the state
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defense direcior, Hiram Tarkington, all

possible to the city,

The governor ordered the Florida
as many men as pecessary available to "
render what other assistance they may be able to provide.

Civil Defense Director Ben Henry Pooley estimated 30 to 35
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given emergency treatment in Milton.
Temporary Shelters Set U
Temporary shelters have been sel up at the Santa
County Courthouse and the Ford Motor Co., in Milton. The
sherl(l's office In the courthouse is providing food for survivors
and additional supplics have been ordered
The Florida Forest Service is sending in cots for the home-

less.

The Sheri{f's Department, the FFS and the Escambia Cotinty
Search and Rescue Unit are making a foot-by-foot search of
the devastated area for dead and injured.
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Beulgh, a Pensacola suburb, mm%m trailer but ap-

ntly causing no serious persol
mThaynrm struck wiﬂml.:dnmin‘. hitting first in the

Hamilton Bridge area of Milton and striking
mmmll' The twister deall ils lethal blow

mortheasterly
hitting the College Park area, sweeping along Lark Avenue de-

stroying or damaging 75-80 houses.
Raised Off Ground
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where it apparently was last seen

(Gulf Power Co. went on an emergency basis and repair crews
rushed in from all neighboring areas to in
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ing of approaching severo weather predictions from the United
Stales Weather Bureau.

‘Okaloosa County Sheriff Ray Wilson, bis deputies and many
volunteers were in Milton aiding Sheriff Cobb in a house-to-bouse
search in the ravished dead

mmnm Guard of Pensacola was standing by to send

el e Search and Rescue Unlt and volunteers ar-

rived in Milton within three hours after the storm hit.

The Navy sent huge lecirical geneators and crews to re- 00 <O FLED TR ery, Aln, il 10 a0, oday.
S heris office. kg s
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Escambla Sherifl’s Office and other agencies rushed men to the ™ Y “Lcrouni for the single and_at a_point
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Get the Message

Eagle Scout Mike Jarina shows scouts Lawrence Kuryllo, Bruce Clements and Michael Meharg
the proper method of lashing two poles together for a scaled model signaling tower for the Boy Scout
Exposition underway today in Municipal Auditorium. They are members of Troops 5, one of many
scouting units displaying exhibits in the auditorium. .

. was not in-

jured in the tornado accompa-
his two daughters—Bonnie
Jo, 8, and Linda, 11—to Pensa-
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finally bulldozed my m
through the traffe,” sakd Child-
ers.

Bonnie was treated for a brok-

Result: Disaster

Cooler Air Hits Vacuum

By EMORY LAVENDER

A line of thunderstorms from
southern Illinais to southern Lou-
isiana moved eastward Friday

sisippi _during the night and
lined up from West Virginia to
southern this morning.

ton.
Conditions of 10 other Milton
(Turn fo VICTIMS—Page 3)

FORECAST

Winds accasionally to 40
knots this afternoon. Small
craft warnings for souther-
Iy winds 1525 knots, shift-
ing to northerly this after-

" Inoon. Cloudy. High this

afternoon 72-74. Low to-
night about 55.

'Loud

by lightning and had been taken
to Okaloosa Memorial Hospital.

When [ got to the Wolfe-Lewis
Funeral Home, ‘10 bodies had
already been brought in: None
had been identified at 1 p.m.
today. Included among the dead
were two white females, three
Negro babies, one Negro female,
two white males and ane Negro
male.

GENE
“When I got to my house all 1 found was a bij
truction,” nbg Ted M. Childers at Escambia Genera
ing in reference to his home after the tornado in Milton.
iders, 36, who
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Ru:;;ble‘
--And It Hit

Pensacola High Senior Barbara Williams reigns,as ©
aroon and White activities. Jay
's School Page column .. ... Py
Bandsmen battle for prizes in distric!
val. Carole Ann York's column

said. *The people of Crestview
ed four bodies, two men, a wom-
and and a baby, all white. Fu-
neral Director Avis C. Lewis
said that Milton had experienced
no disaster like this in the 23
years he had lived in the town.
At 1 pam. today a long line of
emergency equipment  began
streaming into Millon from Pen-

umble of mess and de-
ospital Saturday morn-
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Guido Opposition Mounis

=i Army Rule Hangs
Over Argentina

BUENOS AIRES (f— Argentina’s anti-Peronist political par-
ties showed signs today of rallying 1o the new president, Jose
Maria Guido. But the shadow of military rule hovered over the

‘The diminutive 51-year-old former Senate president set about
to assemble a Cabinet to deal with the confusion created by
the military's otster of President Arturo Frondizi. In this, Guido

is expected hnitially to get support from almest all political
parties. But e faced formidable opposition ahead, both at bome
and abroad.

Angry and possibly violent opposition was expected from
the followers of exiled dictator Juan D. Peron, who drew mare
than 2.5million votes—35 per cent of the total—in the March 18
elections that touched of the crisis and from the powerful con-
federation of labor, with mere (has Suillion members.
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their thumb—to
and_sharnly_curtail the powerful labor unions_largelv Peronist
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High Winds
Rip Milton |

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

scene to help control traffic and to prevent looting. There was
no looting reported.

All communications were out and power lines down after a
small twister hit the Valparaiso-Niceville area early today. The
Florida Highway Patrol closed Highway 85.

Five or six persons were believed injured in the Okaloosa
b | County area as high winds damaged two businesses and several
: am Love of Southern Bell Telephone Company said the
twister caused a complete break in some long distance circuits
between Milton and Pensacola.

He said he was unable to estimate extent of damage to
telephone equipment.

“Apparently the tornado went through our principal long
distance lines and we lost all circuits in the storm area, including
several special government circuits,” Love said. -

The Navy at Whiting Field has made available some housing
at Owens Court which is under the jurisdiction of the Navy for
those whose homes had been destroyed by the tornado.

5 R. L. Pulley, president of the Gulf Power Co., reported at

noon that electrical service had just been restored to the north-
western area of Milton. Service to remote areas is expected
to be restored by late this afternoon.

Interruption of service resulted from the tornado-destruction |
of main electrical feeder lines coming into the Milton area from |1
Pensacola, Crestview and Panama City, Pulley added.
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