News
by <Blancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/264027977/

Pensacola News Journal (Pensacola, Florida) - Wed, Aug 15, 1962 -
Page 1
Downloaded on May 6, 2026

A state health official said
Tuesday the Escambia County
mosquito control program ‘“has
suffered from lack of proper
supervision” and instructed di-
rector E. E. McGovern to drop
outside activities and-devote full
time to his job.

The instructions were in a
letter to the Escambia County
Commission from J. A. Mulren-
nan, director of the State Health
Board's Bureau of Entomology.

“The director is paid with
funds directly from this office
and he has not been authorized
to participate in other programs

‘Lack of Supervision’

of the county,” Mulrennan wrote,

“Therefore, it will be indicated
that if his salary is to be fi-
nanced by this office that he
give full time to supervising and
directing the arthropod control
program which has suffered
from lack of proper supervi-
sion,” Mulrennan said.

McGovern never was men-
tioned by name in the letter.

McGovern has been acting di-
rector of Pensacola-Escambia
County Civil Defense and heads
the Escambia County Search and
Rescue Unit, Both are non-paid
positions.

At one time the county com-
mission had announced plans to
hire MeGovern as full-time, paid
director of city-county Civil De-
fense and McGovern had said
he would resign from his state
job to take the post.

However, the county later de-
cided against creating the new
position and didn't budget funds
for it because, commissioners
said, Congress had failed to vote
matching federal funds for Civil
Defense.

He was not available immedi-
ately for comment,

Commissioners said they re-

gretted that McGovern was
forced to give up the search and
rescue work.

“The organization has done a -

wonderful job under McGovern's
direction,” commission Chair-
man A, S. Cobb said. “It will be
difficult for the volunteers to
find a replacement who will pro-
vide as good leadership.”

Mulrennan said he hoped the
commission can effect changes
and follow recommendations in
the mosquito control program
by Oct. 1.

The program is jointly fi-
nanced by the county and state.

McGovern Chastised by State

The director is a state employe
under the state merit system.

“It is apparent from copies of
correspondence from the clerk
of the court, from discussions
with A. P. Asby, internal audi-
tor for the State Board of
Health, and with recent confer-
ence with Dr. J. E. McSween
(director of the city - county
health department which is in
charge of the arthropod control
program locally that it is in-
cumbent on this office and the
Board of County Commissioners
that steps be taken to greatly

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4A)
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tighten up the entire manage-
ment of the arthropod control

ulrennan wrote.

“This office has been aware
that the director was involved
to a degree in civil defense,” he
said. “I recently informed him
to divorce himself from this ac-
tivity as soonas possible,

“l was not aware that he was

in conformity with the law, as
a joint state-county operation,”

‘| he wrote.

Mulrennan said his second
recommendation is that the di-
rector is not to leave the county

in Escambia county,”

on official travel status until

of the arthropod control pro-
gram,” he said.

Last month, Circuit Court
Clerk Joe Flowers revealed that

By GEORGE ELLIS

Three Pensacola businessmen
Tuesday night described the an-
nual Fiesta of Five Flags as “a
definite success” and “a sound

l- advertising investment” at a

dinner meeting at Martine's
Restaurant,
A native son, a “‘newcomer"

.| and the first Don Tristan de

Luna of the fiesta all praised the
annual event as the “best ad-
vertisement that Pensacola has
ever had.” About 65 business,

'| industrial and civic leaders and

65 Gather at Meeting

\Businessmen Back Fiesta:
It's a Good Investment’

tions between U.S. Navy person- |,

nel and the citizens of Pensa-
cola. Plans are now in the mak-
ing, Welles said, to celebrate in
1964 the establishment of Pensa-
cola as the first Naval Air Sta-
tion in 1914,

Vince Whibbs, another local
franchised automobile dealer,
described himself as the “‘new-
comer” to the city.

He said he came here three
and one-half years ago to learn
about the area so that he could
“sell” some automobile dealer
on the idea of

McGovern Chastised by State

to decide whether McGovern
MeGovers has sakd b will
the money if it is deter-
he should.
had told commis-
775 had accumu-
three years be-

o
é g
:

it had not been picked up at the
courthouse by McGovern *as in
the past.”

The doctor, according to
Flowers, said he thought the
sl;gplemeut had been discontin-
ued.

money was intended for Mec-
Govern.

McGovern later said he had
endorsed Dr. McSween's name
2 tt.:rn '!mm H".:ai;
matter o " He
some had been endorsed in that
manner as far back as 1955.

McGovern said he assumed
McSween knew he was signing
them. “He'd sign them one
month, I'd sign them the next.
If he was handy he'd sign them.
If he wasn't I would.”

Dr. McSween said he had
never authorized MeGovern to
sign the doctor's name to sup-
plement salary checks.

MecGovern said,"I feel that the
money I drew in salary was
justly due me, but if the board
(county commission) decides I
have received money not due, I
will gladly refund the county.”

Commissioners referred the
matter to County Atty. Jack
Greenhut. The attorney appar-
ently has not yet made a recom-
mendation,
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