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Navy Chief's
Body Found

The body of a an missing since
early Saturday was recovered at
midmorming today from the waters
of Cotton Lake in northern Escam-
bia County. '

The body of Robert Flowers, 37-
year-old Navy chief stationed at
Ellyson Field, was taken to the

[ | Naval Auir Station hospital.

Flowers had been reported miss-
ing at 4 am. Saturday after
fishermen found his empty boat
at the lake north of Molino near
Pine Barren.

At the time it was theorized
Flowers had been thrown from the
craft when it hit a submerged
log.

Sheriff’s officers said the body
was found submerged under
stumps at 9 a.m. and was re-
moved by divers a short time
later,

Divers from the Escambia
Search and Rescue Unite had been
working in the lake since Satur-
day morning in an effort to find
the body btu had reported that
their efforts had been
by many submerged logs and
stumps.

E. E. McGovern, Escambia
Search and Rescue Unit director,
said earlier this morning that
searchers planned to resort to
dynamite blasting in order that
the body might be located from
under the stumps. However, this
was not necessary, deputies said.

Flowers it survived by his
widow, Mrs. Mary Flowers, and
two dawghters, Margaret Jean and
Kathryna  Ellen.

The family home is at 623 San
Monica Rd., Belvedere Park,
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Chief Feared Drowned

Perish in

A Sunday afternoon visit turned
into tragedy when a 10-year-old
boy and his younger sister

| |drowned in Star Lake area at War-

rington.

Dead are Dennis Griggs, 10, and
Barbara Ann Griggs, 8, children
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Griggs of

Pleasant Grove. '!‘heir!athuism

a Navy commissaryman 1/C and
currently stationed at NAS at
Norfolk, Va. b 2
A third person is missing and
presumed drowned in Cotton Lake
40 miles north of here. He was
identified as Robert Flowers, 37,

More Than 500

Motorists
Set Record
For Deaths

By United Press International

The nation's motorists hung up
a grim new death record for a
four-day Memorial Day weekend
and threatened to wipe out the
previous high for auto crash fa-
talities for any warm weather
holiday. £

As of 12:30 a.m., EDT, Monday,
at least 501 persons had been
killed in the four-day period.

The National Safety Council
feared that the current death rate
of almost five persons an hour
could lift the final count to a new
high for any warm weather four-
day holiday period. The record is
509 deaths during the 1961 Fourth
of July holiday.

The traffic toll took a spurt in

Brother and Sister

Bayou

senior medical chief at Ellyson|i

Field.

County Road Patrolman L. J.
Ingram gave this account of the
double tragedy:

Mrs. Griggs and her two chil-

dren wvisited friends at the home

of W. M. Wright, 424'2 Big Bayou

The children walked to Daven-
port Bayou nearby and started
playing in the water.

There were other children swim.
ming and playing, he said, and
young Dennis and his sister waded
out.

The two got about 100 yards
from shore, he said, and then ap-
parently dropped into a 25-foot
channel.

“I don’t even know if there were
any witnesses . . . there were
quite a few kids playing and hol-
lering when it happened . . . "
said Ingram.

The girl was suddenly spotted
in shallow water right near the
channel. It is believed she may
have managed to surface and was
washed away from the channel
by the tide, Ingram said.

Artificial respiration and mouth-
tomouth resuscitation efforts
were made to revive her on the
heach. Meanwhile the Escambia
Search and Rescue Squad was
summoned and a hunt began for
her brother.

Barbara was pronounced dead
at Naval Hospital at 5:54 p.m.

Her brother was located by skin-
divers at the bhottom of the chan-
nel about 7:30 p.m. He was pro-
nounced dead at 7:42 p.m.

In the other incident, Flowers

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A)
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 Brother, Sister
< Drown in Bayou

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
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